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By The Canadian Press
TORONTO
he Conservative government is qui-
etly trying to gut the cancer care
agency it created in 1997 to co-ordinate
“world-class” treatment for Ontario pa-
tients, the Toronto Star reported today.

Several members of the board of Can-
cer Care Ontario told the Star the move
is in retaliation for the agency’s some-
times public disagreements with the
Health Ministry’s cancer care and fund-
ing.

“The government wants to dismantle
the cancer system and put it into the
“ hospitals so that any criticism towards
the cancer system is defused,” a board
member, who asked not to be identi-
fied, told the paper.

The move to shift care from Cancer
Care Ontario to regional hospitals was
announced quietly Wednesday morn-
ing after board members were sum-
moned to an emergency meeting to
| hear the news delivered in a letter from
Health Minister Tony Clement.

Currently, Cancer Care Ontario di-
rectly runs eight regional cancer cen-
tres, with independent budgets and ser-
vices, although the centres are physical-
ly attached to hospitals.

Under the plan to shift cancer care,
patients will be admitted to the hospi-
tals and come under their budgets. The
current heads of each cancer centre will
become vice-presidents in the affiliated
hospitals and will report to the hospital
administration, whereas Cancer Care
Ontario reported directly to the govern-
ment.

Another board member, who also
asked for anonymity, said the move will
divert money from cancer care into
general hospital coffers.

“The reason this won’t work is the fi-
nancial resources that are-allocated to
the. delivery of cancer services would
become part of a budget of hospitals
and there is no assurance that those
funds would not be used to resolve oth-

_er financial problems that hospltals

face " he told the Star.




